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Jbip’s Commiffion

P R E F A4 ¢ E

THE inferting the Titles of all the A&s, &c. which paffed in the feve-
ra] Seffions of Affembly held in this Province from its firft Settlement ; the
References to the Books wherein they are refpetively Recorded; and the
numerous Notes on fuch as have Relation to the legal Conftitution or Pro-

perties of the Inhabitants, may claim a favourable Acceptance, as the fame .

may conduce to throw a’ftronger Light on feveral Points which have occafi-

~ onally been controverted among us; fome of which have received a final

Determination before the King in Council, tho’ not fo generally known, and
thofe, which as yet remain {ubject to Doubt or Debate, may perhaps from
hence be more clearly underftood ; and fuch Gentlemen as defire a more ac-
curate View of the feveral Steps and Gradations by which our Laws have
been conducted to their prefent State, with the feveral Alterations, Defalca-
tions or Additions, which have been thought expedient and fuitable to the
different Circumftances of the Colony, from its firft Plantation, thro’ its vari-
ous Stages and Exigencies, may, from the Titles here inferted, know where
to meet with Materials to fatisfy fo entertaining and ufeful an Enquiry.

THE Difficulties which occurred in executing this Part of the Work, with
any tolerable Degree of Exattnefs, were great and difcouraging, and in fome
Cafes almoft unfurmountable ; occafioned by the Defects of the Public Re-
cords, which are partly owing to the feveral Turns and Revolutions in Go-
vernment, partly to Accident, and partly to Negle&. )

In February 1644, a Rebellion broke out, at the Head of which apéear—

‘ed © Capt. Richard Ingle, who not only forced the Hon" Leonard Calvert,
- Efq; Brother to the Lord Cecilius, and then his Lieutenant General here, to fly

for Protection and Aid into Virginia, but alfo feized-the Records, together
with the Great Seal ; nor was the Government compleatly re-eftablithed till
the latter End of the Year 1646, or Beginning of 1647. The Great Seal

was never found, fo that it was neceffary to eftablith a new One (the fame

which is in Ufe at prefent) which was accordingly fent in, under his Lord-
fgr that Purpofe, dated from Bazh the 12® of Auguft 1648.
And moft of the Records were then loft or embezzled, which occafions

- many Chafms in the Public Proceedings of the Province down to the Year

1647, and necefarily involves the Accounts of thofe Infant Years of the
Colony in great Obfcurity. * |

- THe

© This Capt. Jngle had before been charged with High Treafon againft his Majefty in this Pra-
vince, as appears by a Proclamation in the Council Book, dated the 20t Fuly 1643, for ap-
prehending him and feizing his Ship ; but, as it feems, then made his Efcape. He aflociated
with Capt. William Cleybotne, who laid Claim to the Ifland of Kent, and fome Lands about
the Mouth of the River Sufguehanna, under Colour of a Licence from his Majefty under the
Scetch Signet, to trade with tie Indians in America, in fuch Places where the 1&: Trade had not
been formerly granted by his Majefly to any other. W hich Claim being, upon
tition referred by his Majefty to the.iord Archbifbop of Canterbury, Lord Keeper, Lord Privy
Seal, and any other the Commiffioners for Plantations who fhould be near at Hand, &¢. was by
them heard and rejected at /¥hiteball, the 4™ of April 1638, their Lordfbips ¢ Refolving and
¢ Declaring, That the Right and Title to the Ifle of Kent, and other Places in Quettion, to be
‘¢ abfolutely belonging to the Lord Baltimore ; and that no Plantation or Trade with the Jn-
‘¢ dians ought to be within the Precinés of Lord Baltimore’s Patent without his Licence, £5¢.”
"Tis certain_Mr. Cleyborne could not have pitched upon a better Time than the prefent for
reviving his Difappointed Claim, when Difputes ran fo high between the King and Parliament,
wherein the latter, whofe Party he adhered to, had greatly the Superiority.

¢ In the Book of Council Proceedings, is the following Entry relative hereto, wiz.
¢ Memorandum, That 1 Thamas Hatton, by Virtue of my Commiflion from the Rt Hon®! the
¢ Lord Baltimore, of being his Lordfhip’s Secretary of this Province ; did, upon the 24 Day

¢ of this prefent Month, being the firft Day of the Aflembly, receive into my Cuftody, this -

‘¢ Bouk of Entries, before the Governor and Council then met together ; this being the g™
“ Day of April, Anno Domini 164q. ‘

‘¢ Mr. William Bretton, with his own Hands, in the Houfe of Aflembly, delivered to me this
¢ Book, and another lefler Book with a Parchment Cover, divers of the Leaves thercof being
$¢ cut or torn out, and many of them being loft, and much worn out and defaced, together
‘“ with divers other Papers and Writings, hound together in a Bundle : And then, upon
¢¢ the Delivery of them, made Qath, That thefe were all the Books of\Rccord, Papers,
¢« Draughts,%rccedcnts or other Writings that he had, could come by, or know of within
“¢ this Province, which belonged to the Secretary or Regifter of this Province, their Office or

¢ Offices ;
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